





Child abuse and neglect

Using data from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2004),13 the Queensland Commission for Children and Young
People finds that in 2002-03:

0 there were 15.9 Indigenous children for every 1,000 children (aged 0-16) with substantiated abuse or neglect in
Queensland. This is one and a half times the state average of 10.1 children per 1000 with substantiated abuse or
neglect;

0 the rate of Indigenous children on care and protection orders (16.4 per 1000) was nearly four times the rate of non-

Indigenous children on such orders (4.3 per 1,000); and

0 Indigenous children were in out-of-home care at more than three times the state average (14 Indigenous children per
1000, compared to 4 per 1000 in the general population) (Boorman, 2004).

As a rate per 1,000 children aged 0-17 years, Indigenous children have a higher rate of substantiation than non-
Indigenous children, with 21.9 and 9.7 respectively subject to substantiations (2005-2006). As the child protection
system continues to enhance its service provision to Indigenous communities, this trend is likely to continue.....For
Indigenous children subject to substantiation in 2005-06, the most frequent harm type was neglect (38.9 per cent),
followed by emotional harm (36.2 per cent). In comparison, the most frequent harm type in 2005-06 for non-Indigenous
children was emotional harm (42.4 per cent), followed by neglect (28.8 per cent). (Queensland Department of Child
Safety 2007 p. 29)

5. Summary

Currently, there is no accurate measure of the prevalence of family violence in Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities. This is because prevalence studies conducted in Australia have not been sufficiently inclusive of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people to enable reliable estimates for these populations.

Domestic and family violence homicides

Perhaps the most reliable statistical indicator of the extent of family violence in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities,
compared to non-Indigenous communities, is the data available from the National Homicide Monitoring Program. This data

13Data provided by statutory child protection agencies in all Australian jurisdictions.



is collected from police and coronial records in each state and territory and it is stored and collated by the Australian Institute
of Criminology. Even this data may not be a true representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander involvement in such
homicides, because ‘Indigenous’ identity is frequently based on the person’s racial appearance, and determined by police
(Mouzos, 2001 p. 2).

However, the data indicate that homicides where both the victim and offender are Indigenous are twice as likely to be intimate
partner homicides, than other homicides. Put another way, Indigenous Australians are twice as likely to be killed by an
Indigenous intimate partner as any one else. Indigenous people are also more likely than non-Indigenous people to be killed
by a family member; 60% of Indigenous homicide victims were killed by a family member, compared to 33.3% of non-Indigenous
homicides.

Alcohol plays a major role in Indigenous homicide, with 69% of Indigenous homicides occurring at a time when both the
offender and the victim had been drinking, compared to 23.4% of non-Indigenous cases involving both victim and offender
drinking.

Other reported violence

Various other data also provide a good indication of the extent of domestic and family violence in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities. These data are based on reported violence, including reports recorded by police and statutory child
protection authorities. There are various reasons that experiences of violence and abuse may be under-reported for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander communities.

The Queensland Centre for Domestic and Family Violence Research also has data available that indicate the extent of
domestic and family violence in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities but, again, this is limited because the data
are collected by 30 community-based agencies providing domestic and family violence support services, and is collected for
new client matters.

Breaches of domestic and family violence protection orders

Queensland Police Service records reveal that Indigenous Australians committed one-third (33.3%) of breaches of domestic
and family violence protection orders in the period 2005 to 2006, although they comprise only 3.4% of the Queensland
population.

Child abuse and neglect

Nationally, Indigenous children are between one and a half to ten times more likely than non-Indigenous children to be the
subject of substantiated cases of child abuse and neglect. Indigenous children are more likely than non-Indigenous children
to come to the attention of authorities because of concerns about neglect, rather than abuse. Finally, Indigenous children
are much less likely than non-Indigenous children to come to the attention of authorities because of concerns about sexual
abuse.

In Queensland, the rates for Indigenous children as the subjects of substantiated cases of child abuse or neglect; on care
and protection orders; and in out of home care were all substantially higher than the rates for non-Indigenous children.

6. Conclusion

While there are various sources of data on Indigenous family violence, which indicate the prevalence and seriousness of this
phenomenon, care must be taken in the way the data is used so that it is not misrepresented.

The information provided in this resource is intended to be a succinct, ready reference for community-based agencies and
individuals working to end family violence in Queensland’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. It is by no
means an extensive coverage of facts and figures on domestic and family violence; there are numerous reports that do that
and some of them are included in the reference list.



This ‘facts and figures’ resource highlights some key facts and figures that may assist in the development of awareness
campaigns, media releases, policy recommendations or funding submissions. It also highlights some of the potential ways
data can be used inappropriately. Avoiding these pitfalls will help ensure your communications are up to date, accurate and
credible.
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